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Please review the professional development training video; you will need
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Certification
Please take a moment to complete the learning review provided. Upon submission,
your certification will be sent to you immediately.
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We Skoolhouse, grounded in developmentally
appropriate practice, guides teachers and
parents in facilitating early learning and
development of children from pre-birth to six
years old.From New York’s Top Preschool
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Observation can be spontaneous, and it can be planned.

Setting and Content: decide who and what you are going to observe. What is the focus of the
observation?

Some possible subjects: 
 Art projects
 Daily schedule/A Day in the Life
 Building Friendships
 What we do in our centers…
 The happenings of a read aloud/group discussion
 Repeated activities (self-portraits)
 Parts of a long investigation to piece together the story
 Different Developmental Domains
 An event

The Subject of Your ObservationThe Subject of Your ObservationThe Subject of Your Observation
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The Art of ObservationThe Art of ObservationThe Art of Observation

Observation must be objective and accurate.

 Record...
date, time, setting, the child (or children) involved
only the facts – in a concise manner and in the order as
they occur and exactly as you see it
vivid details and quotes (what is occurring, what is the
child doing, what are they saying...)
what the child CAN DO rather than what they cannot do
Stay back and observe the children without too much
adult facilitation

DON’T
pressure the children to perform
record anything you do not see or make assumptions
state opinions while recording
label behaviors, actions or feelings
use subjective, bias or judgmental terms
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The Art of ObservationThe Art of ObservationThe Art of Observation

Use multiple methods of observation

Note taking: write down dialogue, actions of the children.
KWL Charts: Know, Wonder, Learn with the children
Take pictures of the scene, and candid photos of the children in their work and play.
Save artifacts: artwork, or, take photos of a structure built in blocks or made of loose parts
Record a video: video reflection can be a great resource in
observation.
Capitalize on Teamwork: work together with your co-
teacher, assistant teacher, and with your admin.
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Documentation DispaysDocumentation Dispays  Documentation Dispays 
Can Include:

A title for the project or display
Children’s artwork and/or writing
samples
Pictures of the children engaging in
moment
The steps to the process and the
learning outcomes
Anecdotal notes/the children’s
dialogue transcribed
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Tips For Display

Place it where is it visible
Use clear print, large enough to see
and read
Keep it neat and orderly,
symmetrical 
Neutral tones, neutral backing
Lean into creative use of space. You
can hang documentation by
strings/fishing line, hang on
windows or make use of a
windowsill
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Highlight a specific
area of development
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Exploring Color,
Texture, and Art 
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“A Day in the Life” - highlighting routines of the day
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3D Art Project, placed a long a windowsill
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Artifacts of a longer investigation
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Window displays
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“Collecting natural
materials, creating a
suncatcher with them”
Hung on a window.
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Self Portraits
and other
revisited
activities
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Hanging Panels
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Light and Other Digital
Enhancements
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Emailed Journals/Daily and Weekly Recaps
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Document and Display an Event
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Why We Make the Child VisibleWhy We Make the Child VisibleWhy We Make the Child Visible
For the child: 

When the child’s experiences and learning are documented and make visible within their environment, we
promote the child’s deeper thinking, reinforce their learning, and validate and encourage their engagement and
participation.
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For the Educator: 

The process of documentation prompts reflection,
which leads to more intentional planning.

Documentation illuminates the learning and
development that is unfolding in each child.

Reviewing the documentation of our colleagues can
inspire each other.
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For the Families: 

Documentation informs the families of their child’s work and progress, and
offers a window into their child's daily experiences and learning journey.
Documentation educates the families on development, and on your
pedagogical approach and developmentally appropriate practices.
Documentation prompts involvement: parents and family members can be
engaged and involved with documentation in a number of ways.
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Documentation and AdvocacyDocumentation and AdvocacyDocumentation and Advocacy
 We aim to make the child and the learning visible to the community, as it helps educate, and furthermore,
embolden appreciation and support for Early Childhood Education, and for the work that we do.

We see education as a right of children, as citizens.
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Questions?
Let’s Hear Them!

Working with Families in Partnership
Wednesday, May 28th, 12pm EST 

NEXT WEBINAR!NEXT WEBINAR!  NEXT WEBINAR! 

Check Out:Check Out:Check Out:
NEW enhanced We Skoolhouse

Membership!

Sign up for the free trial!Sign up for the free trial!Sign up for the free trial!

Live Professional Development 
& Consultations available on 

our We Skoolhouse Store
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Full Access to our entire, ever-growing library of resources.
Simplified and improved user experience, with a more stream-
lined ready made schedule and flexible curriculum.
Mini-videos with quick tips on various Early Childhood-related
topics.
One streamlined dashboard to serve the home & classroom. 
Website translation available.

https://www.weskoolhousestore.com/pricing-plans/list
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